A PERIOD OF ANXIETY

without  stopping and  dropped  anchor where  she
chose.

I regarded this as an oversight which was a
breach of naval etiquette, of course, but not to be
taken seriously unless I were inclined to insist on
punctiliousness. It was only natural to reason that
the captain of the Irene might not be familiar with
the customs and the laws of blockades. I knew the
German naval officers were very self-reliant, keen to
take offence about their rights, and most ambitious
to learn by observation, which I always liked to
think explained their subsequent proceedings. On
my part, despite the exaggerated reports which
should be set at rest, let me repeat that my only
object was enforcement of the blockade in such a
manner as should safeguard my squadron, and leave
no room for complaint of favoritism.

The second German ship, the Cormoran, came in
at three in the morning. Naturally, at night it was
our business to be on the alert. When her lights
were seen a steam launch was sent to board her.
She gave no heed to the steam launch's hail. Even
though a man-of-war flew a German flag, it was pos-
sible that she was Spanish, using the German flag as
a ruse. According to the laws of blockade it was
our right and duty to board and identify her.

In order to get the attention of the Cormoran the
Raleigh fired a shot across her bows. Then she
promptly came to. Her captain was surprised atOlympiaersonal predilection, to allow It was my aim to dofed
